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Education

Books to help kids learn about money

Master Money The Millionaire  
by Allan Ahlberg
Master Money is very, very rich! In fact this little 
boy is so rich that he even smells of money! By the 
age of four years old he’s managed to find buried 
treasure in his very own back garden! By the time 
he’s five, he’s found even more treasure in the 
sandpit at school – and by six he’s got his hands on 
more, yes more, at the beach! However, Mister Creep 
soon finds him…

It’s Not What You’ve Got!  
by Dr Wayne W. Dyer

Part of a series of inspirational books for kids, this 
one address the topic of money and abundance 

– linking it to children’s earliest thoughts and 
perceptions of money. This beautifully illustrated 
book presents concepts such as; money doesn’t 

have to define who you are, along with it doesn’t 
matter what other people have. Unlike many other 

books on the subject of money, this one doesn’t try 
to teach little ones how to spend and save, instead 

it provides a rather spiritual approach on the matter.

Noggin and the Money  
by Oliver Postgate
The story of a friendly Viking, Olaf the Lofty who 
invents money – after all, it seems like a genius 
idea! However, it soon seems that money is 
actually more trouble than it’s worth. Packed full of 
beautiful illustrations this book is perfect for newly 
independent readers looking to learn about money.

What is Money?  
by Claire Llewellyn
This book is great for answering kid’s questions 
about all things money. From how to tell the 
difference between different notes and coins to 
how to get money and what to do with it. There’s 
also lots of notes for teachers and parents too! 

Show Me The Money  
by Alvin Hall

A treasure trove full of advice for parents and 
kids from the finance guru Alvin Hall. This book 

introduces children to the concept of “money makes 
the world go around, only if you know how to use 
it”. Within minutes of reading this wonderful book 

your kids will be entered into the crazy world of 
business and economics – learning everything from 

the history of money to how to use it. 

The Story Of Money  
by Martin Jenkins
A hilarious look on the subject of money; perfect 
for kids! This thought provoking tale explains that 
in some parts of the world money is a stone with a 
hole in it, a copper slab, or a string of shells. But one 
thing remains the same; money makes the world 
go around. And it doesn’t grow on trees! In this 
amazing book Jenkins looks at the history of money 
and how it came to be involved in the electronic 
banking which takes place today. 

If you want a little more help finding books 
for your kids, visit www.familiesonline.co.uk/Bookclub

Money makes the world go around, so teaching your children the subject is pretty important! Why not read a book with them to 
give you a helping hand with the subject matter? After all, teaching kids finance can be difficult!

Tell them you saw it iny

Magazine!
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What’s On

L
ittle is known by parents on how to help their child 
struggling with handwriting. Schools may be willing 
to provide the necessary support with additional 
worksheets to practice, but parents can remain baffled 
as to why the effort is not being translated into the 

necessary legible script promised by  additional practise. The 
most worrying aspect - even in this digital age - is that speed 
and legibility of handwriting is a much needed skill for future 
exam success. 

As a therapist specialising in learning difficulties I work with the 
most challenging of cases and over the years have transformed 
those with weak handwriting to beautiful cursive script of 
speed and legibility using Handwriting Lab. 

Handwriting Lab is a programme for parents who wish to help 
their child bridge this gap and as an alternative to worksheets 
provided by schools. We assess four key areas: posture, 
bilateral coordination, sensory perception and arm/hand and 
finger muscle strength. Without these skills in place no amount 
of worksheets will help the struggling writer.

The following checks are the guidelines we  
use when assessing: 

 Do they have sufficient strength in their arms for larger 
movements (gross motor) such as rope turning when skipping?  
Gross motor movements need to be properly developed for good 
handwriting

 How are their throwing/catching skills? Handwriting requires 
eye tracking where the eyes move with flow without moving the 
head. 

 Can they stand on one leg and balance for a count of more 
than 30? Balance/core strength is often overlooked. Children with 
weak core muscles can be seen slouching at their desks. 

 Right/ left body awareness - being able to touch their right 
hand to their left knee followed by left hand to right knee. Being 
able to coordinate in this way shows both parts of the brain 
are being used and information between the two sides is being 
communicated. 

 Is there enough strength in the fingers and wrist? You can 
tell if your child has insufficient strength in either of these areas 
because they will tire quickly when writing, drag their pencil or 
the writing pressure is too weak. 

If you identify with any of the above then Handwriting Lab is  
for your child. 

Where are HandWriting Lab Classes held? 

How long before we see an improvement?

HandWriting Lab classes are held in: Pinner/Eastcote, Northolt 
and Northwood. Enrol your child for two terms for the best 
results. We use a combination of motor sensory therapy to 
improve posture, bilateral coordination, sensory perception, arm/
hand/finger muscle strength and traditional Occupational Therapy 
type methods to measure improvements. We work with children 
age 5 to 10 in small groups (max 10). The work they do in the 
session is followed up by 10 minutes of daily practise specific to 
their needs and an overall Perceptu-Motor programme towards 
the end. Within just two terms you should see the transition from 
spidery handwriting to clear legible script. 

New local classes apply a unique 
approach to developing handwriting 

speed and legibility

for children with 
poor handwriting 

“even in this 
digital age speed 
and legibility of 
handwriting is a 

much needed skill 
for future exam 

success”

Help is at hand 

For more information call – Usha Patel HandWriting Lab founder on 07766 837 616.  
SEN therapist at Raviv Practice London. 


